The New Kid						By Laurie Albright

Wow! How exciting is that?  You’re getting a new dog!  Whether you’re getting an infant puppy or an older dog who needs a new home, there are some things you need to remember to make Spike a comfortable part of your family.
First off, start as you mean to go on. There’s a couple things you should think about before you get your dog.  What is your lifestyle going to be like?  Do you have a nine to five job meaning Spike needs to stay home alone a good deal?  Or are you a work-from-home type who can have the dog around, but not be dancing attendance twenty-four-seven?  Whatever your lifestyle, if you can stay home for a few days with the dog, he’ll likely settle in quicker, but make sure he has some time alone in his crate with a stuffed kong or a raw bone.  The biggest challenge always seems to come when someone gets a new pup at the beginning of the kids’ summer vacation – Spike has people to play with for two months, but then school starts again.  What a dramatic change in lifestyle!  It can be pretty traumatic for the new dog.  So make sure that Spike gets used to being alone for short periods of time during the settling in phase, then his life (and yours) will be more comfortable for years to come.
If Spike is a baby puppy, remember that during the day he can be left alone for as many hours as the number of months old he is plus one.  So your 2 month old baby can be left for 3 hours – then he’ll need to potty and get some exercise.  Some folks can meet this need by sending baby to a puppy sitter or daycare while they’re at work.  Some have a dog-walker come in to let the little one out and play a bit.  Or they may set up a “safe room” or “ex-pen” with a bed, water bowl and puppy-piddle-pads to meet the pup’s physical needs.  The last option is not the best for the baby – puppy has gone from having mom and siblings in constant attendance to no company for hours at a time.  If you need to leave Spike in the house alone, try to at least come home for lunch or have someone you trust stop in to play with the baby.
If you’re bringing in an older dog from a rescue whose background you don’t really know, don’t fall for the trap of feeling guilty for the dog’s past traumas.  Many people think their new dog must have been horribly abused – and sometimes that’s true, but less often than you would imagine.  Often the problem is just poor socialization or fear of the unknown.  It takes between three and six months for a dog to become relaxed in a new environment.  You will find behaviours cropping up that you never would have imagined when you first got your dog.  A shy dog with major fear issues will bloom into a truly fun performance dog.  A bold, outgoing youngster may one day decide that he owns your house and is going to eat wallboard for an afternoon snack.  You just never know.  
To make the challenges less of a challenge, make sure you lay down “basic house rules” right from day one.  House-breaking comes to mind.  Never assume an older dog is house trained.  They may have been fine in their old house, but some dogs have never learned to generalize from “our house” to “any house”.  If you assume the dog is not trained and start out by watching and getting the dog outside regularly, you’re less likely to come to me in three months looking for house training tips!  
And how about the less heinous “jumping on people”?  If you start with “sit for petting” right from day one, the dog won’t be confused about what is expected.  Look for behaviours you want and watch for behaviours you don’t want.  Gently but firmly insist on good manners from the beginning and you won’t wish you’d never gotten the dog. 
Most important of all is to build a bond with your dog.  While it’s not good for your dog to spend every moment with you, you do need to spend constructive time with your dog.  Play ball, go for walks, take a class – any class.  Find activities that you and your dog both enjoy and start having fun.  Nothing builds a relationship like having a good time together!
If you have a plan before Spike comes home, know what you’ll accept and what you won’t, build a bond of solid fun and good manners – you’ll truly love having your new pet for the rest of his life.

